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Follow the Joy!

The Pleasures of Circular Care among Natural
Farmers in Contemporary Japan
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In an evocative story of awakening in the
1930s, researcher Fukuoka Masanobu
described the joy of seeing “true nature,”
whereupon he quit his job and returned
to his family farm to put his realization
into practice. Today, young professionals
opting out of consumer lifestyles follow
natural farming methods inspired by
Fukuoka and others to rediscover what
they imagine as natural cycles (junkan) of
human-nature care. Based on fieldwork
among new farmers in Kyoto, this lecture
explores joy as a method for restoring
human-nature flourishing in times of
socio-ecological crisis.

Daniel White is a research fellow in anthropology at University College London. He researches
emotion, artificial intelligence, and the effects of technological development on human-environ-
mental health in Japan and the Asia-Pacific. His books include Administering Affect (2022), Affect as
Cultural Critique (2026), and the forthcoming Modeling Emotion.

29 Kitashirakawa Betto-cho, Sakyo-ku, Kyoto, 606-8276

KYOTO CITY BUS 5,204

Kitashiakowako-moe. S This hybrid lecture will be held on site
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and via Zoom.
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